Biology 398A- Topics in Plant Biology	William Terzaghi

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. Provide a genuine research experience to learn about a fundamental problem in plant biology.
· Rather than following a set series of lectures, we will study a problem and see where it leads us. 
·  Lectures & presentations will relate to current status.
· Some class time will be spent in lab & vice-versa
· We may need to come in at other times as well

2.  A second objective is to convey how we have reached our current understanding of plant biology.  In particular, I wish to convey that plant biology is a rapidly evolving experimental science that is very technically oriented, and that much of our current thinking may turn out to be wrong due to poor experimental design, faulty interpretation, or totally unforeseen circumstances.

[bookmark: _GoBack]3. A third objective is to get you to think about how to study plant biology.  This means, how to design and interpret experiments.

4.  A fourth objective is to get you to use the information you have been given in lectures and in your reading to solve problems.  You will be expected to synthesize the information you are given, not just memorize it.

5.  A fifth objective is to acquaint you with the primary literature and to teach you enough of the technical vocabulary to make it intelligible.

6.  A final objective is to convey that plant biology is fun.
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